
-1- 

 

Astoria Library Board Meeting 
Astoria Public Library 

October 23, 2018 
5:30 pm. 

 
 
Present: Library Board members Kate Deeks, David Oser, Kimberley Chaput (via telephone) 

and Chris Womack.  Staff Library Director Jimmy Pearson. 
 
Excused: Susan Stein 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Kate Deeks called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved as presented.  
 
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of September 25, 2018 were approved as presented. 
 
Board Reports:  There were none. 
 
Library Director’s Report:   
Director Pearson’s report was as follows: 

 Library Staff - His top priority was filling Staff vacancies. He provided an update on Staffing and 
scheduling changes, explaining how those changes would allow for better programing, services, 
and cross training.  

 Library Programs – The new chess club was advertised in the newspaper and six people 
attended the first meeting. The new Thursday after school program for middle school kids had 
about 20 kids and adults last week. The young adult program would be held one Saturday a 
month in the afternoon, once Staffing changes were complete. Spokes would be out and in 
costume on October 31st for the Chamber of Commerce’s Trick or Treat event. 

 Basement Collections – Volunteers and Staff have spent almost 300 hours creating an inventory 
of the items in the basement, which will all be preserved. The Maritime Museum will receive some 
of the items, like weather data and information about the Columbia River Pilots protest of rules 
and navigation changes. 

 Director’s Activities – He attended a meeting at the Heritage Museum, along with other area 
library and museum directors, to discuss cooperatively digitizing items and making them available 
to the public. The group would meet in another month to share ideas and discuss grants. 

 He shared details about history books from the 1800s that were donated to the library. The books had 
originally been part of the Director’s collection but were sold to the public 60 years ago. The first 
editions of Washington Irving’s Astoria from 1836 would be restored. He also shared plans to have 
volunteers find archives of library related newspaper articles. One article found, from 1914, on the 
relevancy of the library, sounded like it could have been written today. David Oser suggested the 
article be published in a pamphlet. 

 
He updated the Board on his work with Ruth Metz to update the Strategic Plan. The Board will review the 
plan before it is shared with the public.  
 
He confirmed that the library’s window display at The Arcade would be complete by the art walk event in 
November.  
 
Update on ALFA Activities: 
Director Pearson said ALFA would meet on October 31, 2018.  They reported a balance of $7,200 in their 
account at their last meeting.  He requested that ALFA provide Staff with an annual budget so library Staff 
can plan programming. He would also use the budget to plan for the next fiscal year. 
 
Update on Foundation: 
David Oser reported that officers were in place and the Foundation had hired an administrative staff 
person. A fundraising appeal would be mailed out the first week of December. A larger donor strategy 
would be developed in 2019. 
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New Business: There was none. 
 
Old Business: There was none. 
 
Public Comments:  There were none. 
 
Items for Next Meeting’s Agenda: The next meeting was scheduled for November 27, 2018. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Paula Pinyerd, ABC Transcription Services, Inc. 
 
 


